
“Wireless ISP’s”

“Windows 7 Tune-up 
Links”

Optimize Windows 7 for 
better performance

Slow PC? Optimize 
your computer for peak 

performance

Speed Up Windows by 
Stripping It Down

Utah’s Award Winning Computer Magazine!

www.ucs.org
This Month’s Meeting:
Wednesday 13th at 7 pm

Volume 29, No. 4 April 2011

ISSN 1061-5725

This Month’s Presentation

Check Out Review
 IOGEAR 
4-pORT

KVMP Switch
With Audio

Starting on
on page

4

http://www.ucs.org


Page 2     Blue Chips Magazine — April 2011

Recent
Tech Events

™

By Cliff Millward, Editor
cliffm@xmission.com

Finè

Don’t trip over the rug as you rush out the door to 
purchase on of these monsters. Remember, happiness is 
a working computer!

More Humor For You
Birds of a feather flock together and then crap on 

your car.

A penny saved is a government over-
sight.

The real art of conversation is not only 
to say the right thing at the right time, but 
also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the 
tempting moment.

The easiest way to find something lost 
around the house is to buy a replacement. 

Did you ever notice: The Roman Numerals for forty 
(40) are XL.’

If you think there is good in everybody, you haven’t 
met everybody.

The sole purpose of a child’s middle name is so he can 
tell when he’s really in trouble.

Did you ever notice: When you put the 2 words ‘The’ 
and ‘IRS’ together it spells ‘Theirs.’

Aging: Eventually you will reach a point when you stop 
lying about your age and start bragging about it.

The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting 
in line for.

When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to 
your youth, think of Algebra. 

You know you are getting old when everything either 
dries up or leaks.

The Commodore 64 is Back!
Break out your old audio cassettes, order a pizza, get 

some Coke because the Commodore 64 is back!

The familiar beige box is again available, however,  
with some updated technology and a new company be-
hind it.

This pioneer computer first appeared in early 1982, 
and quickly became popular due to its 
entertainment focus. 

It only comes in the original taupe 
color and design, but everything else  is 
changed. It comes with a Linux Ubuntu. 
Later, the company says it plans to offer 
its own Commodore operating system that 
is compatible with 8- 16- and 32-bit soft-
ware. However: The company claims that 

you will be able 
to play all the fa-
vorite 8-bit era 
games within 
seconds of turn-
ing it on, by run-
ning software 
that emulates 
the original op-
erating system. 

The keys are the exact same shape and color as the original

The new Commodore 64 costs $595 for the basic 
model — the same price as the 1982 original. However, 
the new 64 includes an Intel Atom 1.8 gigahertz processor, 
a 160 gigabyte hard drive and 2 gigabytes of memory (64 
kilobytes gave the original version its name.) A high-end 
version is also available that includes a BluRay drive, 4 
gigabytes of memory, WiFi and a 1 terabyte hard drive 
for $895.

You can also install Windows 7 on it if you choose to 
do so. Maybe the Amiga will be available sometime soon 
also; WOW!

mailto:cliffm@xmission.com
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GCS 1804 4-Port KVMP Switch with Audio
Let the Fun Begin! (Part 3) Hardware Review

By Don Nendell

Manufacturer: IOGEAR
19641 Da Vinci
Foothill Ranch, CA 92610
Toll Free Ph: (866) 9-IOGEAR (866) 

946-4327
Ph (949) 453-8782
FAX: (949) 453-8785
URL: www.iogear.com
Customer Support Center
Hours: 6:00 AM to 10:00 PM Sun-Sat. 

(PST)
Technical Support
Free phone US-based support and e-

mail support
Go to their web site and click on the 

Support Tab, fill out the Tech Support 
Form and then click on “Submit” All e-mail 
Support responses are answered within 
48 hour

Live On-Line Chat service is available 
Monday through Friday, from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM (PST)

Ph: (866) 946-4327
Customer Sales Support
E-mail: support@iogear.com

All e-mail Support responses are an-
swered within 48 hours

Box Size: (LxWxD) 12.9 x 8.4 x 4 inches
IOGEAR GCS 1804 Overview
Specifications:
CPU Connectors
Mouse -- USB or PS/2
Keyboard -- USB or PS/2
Monitor -- VGA
Microphone -- Standard
Audio -- 2.1 sound
Peripherals --USB 2.0
Console Connectors:
Mouse -- USB
Keyboard -- USB
Monitor -- VGA
Microphone -- Standard
Audio -- 2.1 sound
Power 
Voltage -- 5.3 VDC
Video Resolution -- 2048 x 1536 

DDC2B
Computer Connections:
Direct -- 4 
Cable Connections:
Input -- USB
Output -- USB
Dimensions: 7.875 x 2.875 x 1.5 inches (I 

measured it myself ;-} )
Included in The Box
1 - 4-Port USB KVMP Switch

4 - Custom USB KVM Cables
1 - PS/2 to USB Adapter
1 - Firmware Upgrade Cable
1 - Power Adapter
1 - Installation Guide
1 - Warranty Card
System Requirements:
Console:
1 Display Monitor with VGA capabili-

ties
1 Set of USB (or PS/2) Keyboard and 

Mouse
Computers:
1 VGA capable video out
1 USB port or PS/2 connections
Operating System:
Windows XP, Vista (32-bit/64-bit), 

Windows 7 (32-bit/64-bit)

Mac OS X v10.3.9 and later (See 
Graphic)

Sun Solaris
Linux
Optional:
Computers with sound support - 2.0 or 

2.1 powered PC speakers and microphone
MSRP: $199.95US Dollars
Street Price: Fry’s: $149.95US Dollars 

(See also Graphic)

KVMP Switch Benefits
All IOGEAR (2-port and 4-port) KVM/

KVMP Switches come with premium 
bonded cables

Keyboard and Mouse emulation, i.e., 
boot multiple computers simultaneously 
with no mouse delay after switching

Patented Video Signal Enhancement 
(VSE) technology - supports up to 2048 x 
1536 screen resolution

Most Switches support PC and/or Mac 
operating systems, and support USB or 
PS/2 connections

Reliability: IOGEAR manufactures and 
engineers KVM/KVMP products with qual-
ity and pride, and backs its products with a 

solid 3 year warranty
Service & Support: IOGEAR provides 

free US-based support via toll-free phone 
lines and e-mail

KVMP Switch Features:
4-port KVMP switch w/ built-in 2-port 

High Speed USB 2.0 compliant hub
Dual interface - Supports computers 

with PS/2 or USB keyboard and mouse 
configurations (*)

Audio enabled - Full bass response 
provides 2.1 stereo sound

Console audio ports (speakers (green) 
and mic (pink)) plus one (1) USB port on 
front panel for easy access

Independent switching of KVM, USB, 
and Audio on front panel for easy access

Maximum VGA video resolution 2048 
x 1536 - Supports wide-screen monitors

Three convenient computer switching 
methods - Front panel push button, On 
Screen Display (OSD), or programmable 
Hotkeys

Display Emulation Technology -- 
Reads and remembers the display’s optimal 
parameters to eliminate delays or change in 

http://www.iogear.com
mailto:support@iogear.com
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video resolution when switching between 
or booting computers

Console mouse port emulation bypass 
feature supports programmable mice for 
error free booting

Complete keyboard emulation for er-
ror free booting

Sun/Mac keyboard support and emu-
lation (**)

Auto Scan Mode for sequentially moni-
toring all computers

LED display for easy status monitoring 
Complete solution -- All cables included

Easy installation -- No software re-
quired

(*) PS/2 KVM Cables are available and sold 
separately.

(**) PC keyboard combinations emulate Sun/
Mac keyboards, and Sun keyboards only work with 
Sun computers.

About IOGEAR
IOGEAR headquartered in Foothill Ranch, 

CA, offers innovative Consumer Electronics and 
IT solutions that enable convergence through con-
nectivity in the home, at the office and on the go. 
Founded in 1999, the company provides a broad 
range of products that help integrate technologies 
in everyday life, share resources, decrease clutter 
and energy consumption, and reduce electronic 
waste.

Dear Reader,
If you are reading this in a 

non-PDF format, you are missing 
75-80% of the whole Review, as 
it is very graphics intensive. You 
should, therefore, stop reading 
and immediately follow the steps 
outlined in the Footnotes 1 & 2 
below. Which BTW are:

1. “If you are reading this Review 
from directly off of an Internet search, 
you are seeing it in HTML (or text) 
format. Yuk! There’s No graphics 
there! To see all the beautiful graphics 
in this Review -- the ones that we’ve 
worked so very hard to entertain you 
with -- you will need to follow the pro-
cedures outlined in 2 below. Enjoy! 
Again, our web page is: (www.ucs.
org).”

2. “See the actual Reports/Re-
views in the Blue Chips Magazine 
(BCM) Archives (i.e., begin search 
on left-hand side of web page at: 
www.ucs.org).

Note. Always choose the cen-

ter option, i.e., PDF format for its 
beauty.

Techie Stuff
Before I go all “Techie” on you, 

let me say first that unless you’ve walked 
a mile in my moccasins you will not be 
able to appreciate what this new prod-
uct has meant to me, personally? I have 
been working very hard for a great many 
years in setting up my home network so 
it can talk back and forth between PC’s 
(computers) with ease and efficiency. 
Part of the proof is that I have written 
many Reviews to this effect, as you 
well know?

As I introduce a new device/prod-
uct into my system, it only gets better 
and better. For the most part, I’ve been 
very picky (as well as, selfish) so as to 
be able to better complete my journey 
of a 1000 miles, which is completing 
the “best Home Network” I can build? I 
ask you why not; wouldn’t you have the 
same wishes if you had the resources? 
When you add a new desktop/laptop 
to the mix each year, without fail, you 
can end up with a “Lot of Stuff,” to say 
the least? Well, that’s what I’ve done for 
over 20+ years now, only my system is 
getting bigger and better all along the 
way. Luckily my girth hasn’t followed 
the same path over that same period 
of time? Some things never change, it 
seems, but everything I do in the Review 
Program is a total change, and that is 
why I have earned my Byline: HIAWC 
3? It seems nothing I have ever tried, a 
slight exaggeration, I agree, hasn’t really 
worked easily for me!

“Nothing is ever easy?” - Zeddicus 
Zu’l Zorander 5

Well, this IOGEAR GCS1804 
(GCS1804) changed all that, and be-
sides, it has literally completed a 20+ 
year journey searching for that perfect 
network; at least, for 4 PC’s for me, and 
4 PC’s for Donna, anyway! I’m not al-
together sure yet, if I can actually have 

anyone of them talking to any other one 
of them, yet, but I’ll soon see because 
the more I play with the GCS1804 the 
broader my smile gets!

Are we there, yet? 
Are we having fun, yet?

Incidently, I’m writing my pre-
Review notes on a note pad that I 
picked up in 1999 (RE Silicon Mountain 
Leadership Conference 1999, held at the, 
then new, Thanksgiving Point Meeting 
Center (See Graphic)). Some “words of 
wisdom” jotted down at the time on that 
pad are worth repeating here now:

“If you can’t communicate the 
information of your program to the 
people, it won’t work.” Eric Ruff, CEO 
and Founder Access Software.

And, so it is with the GCS1804. 
Let’s get into the “TECHIE Jargon” 
now.

Prolog
IOGEAR 4-Port MiniView 

GCS1804 KVM/Audio/USB Switch. 
Although the IOGEAR 4-Port MiniView 
GCS1804 KVM/Audio/USB Switch 
(GCS 1804) is over a year old now, I 
first laid eyes on the Switch while I was 
purchasing my new Windows 7 config-
ured Gateway FX Desktop (with Donna 
at my side) at the Best Buy Store on W. 
Charleston (in Sumerlin, NV) a couple 
of months ago.

Although I shouldn’t have been, 
because I’ve needed, wanted, owned and 
used my fair share of KVM Switches in 

http://www.ucs.org).%E2%80%9D
http://www.ucs.org).%E2%80%9D
http://www.ucs.org
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my time, I was amazed then, and still am 
to this day after installing two (2) GCS 
1804’s (one for Donna and one for me) 
with it’s beauty, symmetry, space saving 
and component elimination abilities, 
and overall capabilities and efficiency. 
Amen!

BTW It’s so outstanding that I 
bought the second one just for Donna’s 
four (4) PC setup herself (more on that 
later).

I subsequently got in touch with 
IOGEAR’s PR representative and re-
quested that they send me a GCS 1804 
to Review. Viola, success, so hold onto 
your hats, here we go, again folks.

Prelude
The GCS1804 is the latest addi-

tion to IOGEAR’s market leading KVM 
product line (See below). It is a 4-port 
KVMP (See below) Switch with stereo 
audio ports and an integrated 2-port 
USB 2.0 hub. Now, users can control up 
to four computers and share up to two 
(2) additional USB peripherals from a 
single keyboard, monitor, and mouse 
“console” (See graphic). The GCS1804 
features patented asynchronous switch-
ing, which allows the user to indepen-
dently switch applications between the 
connected computers (See below); you 
can run an application on one computer 

while running other unrelated applica-
tions on other computers. Moreover, 
the integrated 2-port USB 2.0 hub is 
available for each computer to share 
multiple peripherals connected directly 
to the hub or via daisy chaining external 
powered USB 2.0 hubs (See Graphic and 
See Below). Access to such peripherals is 
performed on a one-at-a-time basis. Ad-
ditionally, IOGEAR’s Display Emulation 
Technology makes the switch intelligent 
to read and remember the monitor’s 
optimal display parameters and refresh 
rate. Finally, the audio ports allow for 
connecting powered PC speakers for 
stereo sound and a single microphone 
for audio input/output to each computer 
when it is selected on the GCS1804.
Note. IOGEAR’s Display Emulation 
Technology provides the EDID support 
for Windows 7.

Switching between computers can 
be done in three convenient ways: 1) 
push button port selection located on 
the unit’s front panel (See Graphic), 2) 
an On-Screen Display (OSD) selection 
panel, and 3) a “Hotkey” programmable 
combination(s) entered from the key-
board. Setup is fast and easy; simply 
plug the cables into their appropriate 
ports. There is no software to configure 
or install, plus, the included USB to PS/2 
converter permits flexible configura-
tions for the keyboard and mouse.

KVM Basics (Introduction)
What is a KVM Switch? KVM 

stands for “Keyboard, Video, and 
Mouse.” It allows you to control mul-
tiple computers from a single Keyboard, 
Video monitor, and Mouse (i.e. the “con-
sole”). By using a KVM Switch, you’ll 
save a bundle on redundant hardware, 
plus conserve lots of desk space (See 
Graphic of Donna’s desk layout).

You’ll also save a lot of time spent 
moving yourself and your “Stuff” from 
one computer to another, plus it’s a 
given that you’ll increase your own 
performance by having multiple com-
puters working in tandem, or work as 

one. So then, here’s an idea whose time 
has really come; you can extend the life 
of older computers (are you thinking 
“re-cycling” here, yet? See e-Cycling 
Green Factoids Below) by continuing 
to use them for additional digital storage 
sites, word processing, spreadsheets, 
plus many other tasks, all the while us-
ing your newest, and faster system, for 
multimedia, gaming, and other CPU 
intensive “important” jobs.

Which One? 
A PS/2 orUSB KVM Switch?

So then? Having different computer 
setup needs, which PS/2 KVM Switch 
is right for you, or for me for that matter? 
Or, which USB KVM Switch is right 
for you, or me? How do we know 
which one we should choose? 
Which one is best for our needs? 
The answer is very simple, really.

KVM Legend (See Graphic)
C o m -

puter Con-
n e c t i o n s : 
The types of 
connections 
on your com-
puter (See 
right).

C o n -
s o l e  C o n -
n e c t i o n s : 
The types of 
plugs on your 
k e y b o a r d , 
mouse and 
monitor (the 
“Console”) 
(See right).

Y o u  w i l l 
choose a KVM 
S w i t c h  f o r 
PS/2 comput-
ers if you have 
these types of 
connections on 
your (legacy) computer:

1. PS/2 keyboard connection; 
2. PS/2 mouse connection; and, 3. 
HDDBI VGA (Video Graphics Array) 
(15-pin female) connection.
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Or you will choose a KVM Switch 
for USB computers if you have these 
types of connections on your (newer) 
computer: 

1. USB type A connection for 
keyboard, mouse and peripherals 
(1 USB port for each device); and, 
2. HDDBI VGA (Video Graphics Ar-
ray) (15-pin female) connection, or 
the newer DVI connection.

OK Now! What Size Switch?
It is very easy to find out exactly 

what size/type of KVM Switch is ex-
actly right for your own individual 
needs (simply goto http://webapps.
easy2.com/myopsui/generic_index.
aspx?page_id=35913710).

Once you are on the web site IO-
GEAR provides a “KVM Switch Selector 
Checklist” to help customers determine 
their own personal “best” KVM/KVMP 
Switch solution. You start your selection 
process initially with 49 Matches and 
proceed to quickly “zero in” on the 
Switch specific to your needs by using 
the checklist-type selection process, 

which consists of a series of nine (9) 
questions being asked relating to your 
type of computer, number of ports and 
feature requirements; and once an-
swered, the program suggests the best 
possible IOGEAR KVM/KVMP Switch 
based on the hardware and usage re-
quirements you have just entered into 
the checklist.

In mine and Donna’s separate/
individual cases (See Graphic on page 
13), it coincidently turned out to be the 
4-port KVMP GCS 1804 Switch was best 
for both of us, which is, coincidently, 
the subject of this Review (See also the 
Graphic on page 15). Ta da!

You, on the other hand, may only 
need to start off with the 2-port KVMP 
GCS 1732 Switch (GCS 1732) ($44.95 

US), for example. This is 
IOGEAR’s new 2-port Mini-
View Extreme Multimedia 
KVM and Peripheral Sharing 
Switch. This GCS 1732 Switch, 
which is merely a minia-
ture version of the 4-port 
KVMP GCS 1804 Switch I will 
be covering in more detail 
shortly, brings extra value to 
conventional KVM Switches 
by offering USB peripheral 
sharing capabilities, audio 
and microphone support, 
and multi-platform support 
for Windows, Mac, and Sun 
systems using either USB 
or PS/2 (additional cables 
are needed for PS/2, which 
are, for example, IOGEAR 
Part Numbers: G2L5302P 
(6’) or G2L5303P (10’) (See 
Graphic, and more on this 
later)).

The benefit of these 
Switches, either the 2-port 
or 4-port, is that you can 
save money and space by 
eliminating the need for mul-

tiple monitors, keyboards, mice, and 
peripheral devices such as printers, 
scanners, external HD’s, and more. It 
is important to note that up to 127 dif-
ferent USB devices can be daisy chained 
from both KVMP Switches, plus, they 
are each capable of sharing a singe set 
of speakers and a microphone between 
the computers, which BTW, also offers 
extra value and convenience for the user.

Introduction to KVM 
(continued)

Ok then, so what is a KVMP 
Switch? Answer, all of those same 
KVM parts and Features listed above, 
plus adding peripherals to the unit. It is 
interesting to note 
that,  “KVMP’s 
were invented 
by IOGEAR.” 

IOGEAR has 
4 or more types of 
KVMP Switches 
(See the full defi-
nition of a KVMP 
Switch below). 
For our purposes 
herein they are: 
a 2-port KVMP 
(See Above),  a 
4 - p o r t  K V M P 
(See Below), an 
8-port KVMP and 
a 16-port KVMP 
Switch.

Also there is 
a full line of Re-
lated Cable Prod-
ucts available for 
these  Switches 
(See Right).

Exactly like 
their brethren, the 
KVM switch de-
scribed above, the 
KVMP Switch al-
lows you to control 
multiple comput-
ers and periph-
erals from a sin-
gle console (i.e., 
“Keyboard, Vid-
eo monitor and 

http://webapps
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Mouse”).
In a nutshell, KVMP’s offer USB 

peripheral sharing capabilities with de-
vices such as printers, scanners, speak-
ers, and other hardware (See (*) Below), 
in addition to, the same conserving of 
desk space, saving money on redundant 
monitors, keyboards, mice, and periph-
erals, plus, likewise, you’ll also save time 
spent having to move “You and/or Your 
Stuff” from one computer to another, 
for instance.

My Special Setup
I’ve tied into my particular GCS 

1804 setup a Belkin 4-port USB Pe-
ripheral Switch (F1U400) (See Graphic) 
that I’ve been using for quite a while 
now, that is, after an extended run-in I 
had with Belkin Tech Support about it 
not working on a newly modified Vista 
machine in my setup; which ultimately 
ended up being resolved satisfactorily 
(See my Review of Laplink’s PC-
mover Pro in the December 2010 
issue of BCM 1 & 2). What I have ac-
complished by doing this is, I effectively 
have 6, count’em, 6 different peripherals 
now that work on each of the four (4) 
different PC’s, plus, I can still daisy chain 
a whole slew of USB devices to them, if 
I want to? HIAWC 4. Yes!

To summarize all this hoopla, 
here’s what makes a good KVM/
KVMP Switch: 1. Electronic KVM/
KVMP Switches come with mi-
croprocessors; 2. Fast and safe 
switching without risk of electrical 
surges; 3. Use of keyboard to per-
form switching functions (Hotkey 

control); 4. Use a menu display to 
perform switching functions (On 
Screen Display or OSD); 5. Pro-
vide excellent video resolution; 6. 
Keyboard and mouse emulation; 
and, 7. Boot multiple computers 
simultaneously, i.e., no mouse 
delay after switching.

The IOGEAR KVMP Advantage 
(i.e., Two-level Switching & Pat-
ented USB Sniffing Technology)

1. Two-level Switching:
IOGEAR’s KVMP Switches al-

low you to switch between computers 
without switching the peripherals. This 
means that you can start burning a CD 
or printing a file on one computer and 
then switch the console to use another 
computer without interrupting the CD 
burner, printer or other peripheral activ-
ity, for instance.

2. IOGEAR’s patented USB 
Sniffing Technology:

This powerful technology, Sniffing, 
exclusive to IOGEAR, allows their USB 
KVMP Switches to recognize USB key-
boards and mice, thus, making keyboard 
and mouse emulation possible, mean-
ing, Sniffing gives you advanced control 
of your USB KVM/KVMP Switch from 
your monitor or keyboard. What this 
does, is this allows you to start multiple 
computers simultaneously, plus, it elim-
inates delays when switching between 
computers. Simply put, Sniffing makes 
On Screen Display (OSD) and Hotkey 
features possible (*).

(*) OSD and Hotkeys are available 
on many IOGEAR PS/2 KVM/KVMP 
Switches.

Some Relevant e-Cycling
Green Factoids

Recycle those old personal 
computers. If you have an outdated 
computer that is lying around and col-
lecting dust somewhere, like Donna and 
I have had over the years, well then, 
welcome to the computer graveyard.

So, what do you do with them if they 
still work perfectly, in your heart you 
know we’re just victims of Moore’s law, 
that’s all? You’ve modernized your set-
up/system now with the latest and great-
est, having succumbed to high-powered 
advertising hype, and maybe, just plain 
‘ol “keeping up with the Jones’?” As 
for Donna and I, we have traditionally 
bought a new PC every year with our 
Income Tax return monies. Besides, 

they’re faster and better, aren’t they? 
At one time I had probably 14 PC’s all 
hooked up together in a network around 
our house (Please see my July 2009 
BCM HomeNet Manager Review 1, 

& 2). Truth be known we are down to only 
8 computers now, thank you.

Green Factoid: About 40 million 
computers became obsolete in 2007, 
about twice as many as in 1998 6 ; on top 
of all that, 82 percent of those retired 
(and discarded) televisions and comput-
ers mostly went to landfills7 . In addition, 
only 18% of the 205.5 million units of all 
computer products generated that same 
year was recycled 5 . It is estimated that 
in San Francisco alone, 360,000 com-
puters are retired each year 8.

Fortunately, there are options avail-
able to reuse and re-constitute those 
computers. Many computer applica-
tions are not CPU specific, meaning the 
speed of the computer does not affect 
their performance. For example, do you 
burn CD’s and/or DVD’s? Then put your 
CD/DVD burners for that job in an old 
computer, and free up your new com-
puter for other more important tasks. 
There are tons of other examples like 
this. So then...

Here’s how IOGEAR suggests 
you can increase your productiv-
ity and speed using these relics of 
the past. The IOGEAR KVM Switches 
are an amiable switching solution that 
saves workspace while giving you con-
trol of multiple computers from one 
console (e.g., One (1) Keyboard, Video 
and Mouse). The KVM frees up desk-
top space and draws power from the 
keyboard, thus eliminating the need 
for a power supply. Most importantly, 
it gives you multiple computers working 
as a single unit.

Now, how’s that for e-Cycling your 
old computers? Ideas like this, plus 
many others, will indeed allow you put 
your old computers back to work and 
thus become a lot more productive in the 
process. Donna and I have been doing 
this same identical thing for years, now, 
it’s just that it is now lots more efficient 
with our GCS1804’s working for us, 
now. Read on... Here’s what I did, 
“the Fun Stuff!”

Here’s what has transpired with 
the GCS1804 installations

1. This is a “biggie.” I have re-
placed two (2) different KVM switches (a 
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Linksys ProConnect 2-port KVM Switch 
and a Zonet KVM 3304 4-Port KVM 
Switch) with two (2) GCS1804’s now. 
The installation of both of the Switches 
went like clockwork; easy as pie. In my 
system I have a Windows XP Pro desk-
top (Pos 1), a win 7 Home desktop (Pos 
2) (that I will ultimately convert to Win 
7 Pro ASAP, so I can use the XP virtual 
machine capability thereon), a Toshiba 
Satellite A305-S6825 Laptop with Vista 
installed on it (Pos 3), and a Vista desk-
top (Pos 4). Donna has a combination of 
Win XP machines and one (1) brand new 
Win 7 machine on her GCS1804 now.

With both of the old KVM Switches 
we both used to have to boot the PC’s 
one at a time just to get the PC to pick 
up the mouse and the keyboard for that 
specific PC. Now, with the GCS1804 
running the show, all PC’s in the system 
can be turned on at the same identi-
cal moment and we no longer have to 
manually switch to any PC just to get 
the mouse and keyboard to work on that 
PC. Horrah!

It’s done automatically for us 
through built-in mouse and keyboard 
emulation inside the console itself (See 
Above). Fantastic... the GCS1804’s 

have just paid for themselves in both 
systems, in IMHO, right there alone.

a. Fortunately, during an adven-
turous step away from the GCS1804’s 
written script, like I always do on proj-
ects like this, I decided to check and 
see if the two (2) remaining USB ports 
on the console (one (1) in the front and 
one (1) in the back) were hooked into 
the same emulation circuit as the mouse 
and keyboard are?

Here’s the reasoning behind that 
thought/idea/test? The GCS1804’s 
manual states that you can daisy chain 
127 USB devices into those USB ports on 
the console, right? Well, what if “every 
USB device” downstream from the 
console could be plugged into the system 
in only “one (1) place” and “not have 
to be moved” around between the dif-
ferent PC’s in order to get them to work 
in those different locations?

Get it? You could “Boot up” any 
and/or all of the PC’s connected to the 
console, “one time only,” just like you 
can now, and as “an added benefit,” 
thereafter, no longer have to shuffle the 
USB devices back and forth between PC’s 
every time you want to use one of the 127 
different USB devices; all because they 
will “now work automatically” 
between each of them, solely because 
of that emulation which is built into the 
console! Wow! ONE TIME MASS 
BOOT UP FOR EVERYTHING TO 
WORK AS A SINGLE UNIT, ONLY? 
That would be a “coupe de grace?” A shot 
heard around the world? A first? In the 
meantime, for me it’s “Plug n Pray” as 
I experiment with USB daisy chaining? 

Don’t laugh, I have over 127 USB 
Flash Drives (UFD’s), plus multiple Ex-
ternal Hard Drives (EHD’s); I’ve done at 
least 17 Reviews of them here in BCM 
for you, remember?  Also, I have a Dynex 
Slim USB External Floppy Disk drive 
(FDD), which becomes an “A” Drive 
when it is plugged in that plays old, 
legacy floppy disks (remember them?) I 
have played Solitaire’s Journey (SJ) on 
them for over 20+ years now (can you 
see why I was reminiscing all the way 
back to 1999, now? Solitaire’s Journey? 
Oh well!) I must have played over 20K 
games of Solitaire over that same period 
of time and have only two (2) games 
recorded that I have not won, too? 
I want my plaything, you understand?

Before you ask, there is a “secret” to 
how I do that, and it rests with the floppy 
disk itself. Someday I’ll share with you 
how I do it, but not right now? It is very 
important to me, none-the-less. Bottom 
line, it didn’t work on the Windows 7 
machine, so that idea flew right out the 
door, or so you’d think? Nope, I just have 
to find a replacement USB Floppy Disk 
now that has a driver for Win 7, that’s 
all, then it’s back to the drawing board 
for me so I can play my SJ!

How ‘bout this sports fans?
Name: PowerUp! USB Exter-

nal Floppy Drive (OEM) Model: 
G54-8021

Store: TigerDirect.com $16.99
Product Type: USB Floppy 

Drive 
Media Support:  720KB / 

1.44MB 
Bezel Color: Black
Supported OS: Windows 7/

Vista/XP/2000/ME/ 98SE

There that wasn’t so hard, was it? 
Now to buy one and test my theory? Oh, 
BTW Sabrent has one but I am boycot-
ting them for snubbing me on that Pro 
Bono Sabrent Review I did back in 
February 2011. ‘Nuff said!

2. As I have written previously, I 
have a Belkin 4x4 USB Peripheral Switch 
(F1U400) (it currently shares four USB 
devices with up to four computers. See 
also my December BCM Laplink 
PCMover Review 1, & 2) that is still an 
integral part of the system, but it is rel-
egated to a lesser role now. I suggested 
to my IOGEAR PR friend that they start 
working on the next iteration of the 
GCS1804 to include those features of 
the F1U400 into the GCS1804’s right 
away. What a boon that would be?

3. The D-Link HUB-H4 USB 2.0 
4-Port (powered) Hub now steps up 
to the plate and takes its cuts with the 
GCS1804’s. It is planned to be the 
primary Hub for daisy chaining all those 
potential 127 connected USB devices and 
will occupy one of the two (2) available 
USB Ports on the GCS1804’s console 
itself. I had a call in to the IOGEAR Prod-
uct Manager (through Tech Support) on 
this portion of the project, but I had not 
heard back from him in time to met the 
Review deadline.

HIAWC!3
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“Too bad, so sad! What fun I could’a 
had?” Burma Shave (Road Sign 10)

4. The D-Link DIR-655 802.11n 
Router is carrying a heavier load now 
and is the work horse of the group still.

5. Even though I need less RJ-45 
cables lying around with the advent of 
the GCS1804, I still like the Ethernet 
setup that I have been living with for a 
good many years now (See my HomeNet 
Manager Review in the July 2009 BCM 
archives 1 & 2, and See Graphic of 6957 
network diagram). That system moves to 
number 3 in the order of things, but it is 
still a mover and shaker for me, because 
it fills that void left by the GCS1804.

6. Here is another “biggie” for me. 
I can now spread the wealth on the 23 
legacy Hard Drives that I wrote about 
back in 2008 with the external slide in 
trays that Mike Crawford sold me years 
ago. I can now use their Plug n Play ca-
pability between four (4) different PC’s 
using the GCS1804. Wow! Talk about 
e-cycling, and going Green, this is the 
greatest. Truth be known that was the 
original idea behind my doing the Sa-
brent External HD Enclosure’s, but they 
require a lot of “screwing” and changing 
of stuff, besides, they “did enough screw-
ing with me to last me a lifetime?” I need 
to return the favor now. And so, I do.

7. I’m not going to show you a 
graphic of all the cords strewn all over 
the place in clumps and piles, over, un-
der and around my desk, the ones that 
I have used to test all these GCS1804 
theories of mine; it would probably scare 

you to death, but what I will show you, 
though, is a photo of Donna’s neat and 
tidy GCS1804 setup. (See Graphic)

8. The ton of speakers that I used to 
have stuck all around are now gone, and 
I can listen to the audio from the four (4) 
different machines through one (1) set 
of speakers. BTW now that I think of it, 
The mics are down to one now, so I need 
to see if the new USB Logitech H555 
headset works for me on my Skype calls 
to India on all the machines?

I’m back, and they do work beauti-
fully, Wow! I can sit at my comfortable 
desk chair and not have to turn back 
around to my laptop (where I do my 
important Skype calls from) and lean 
over to type, or do anything on it 
that is basically uncomfortable 
now. What I have done is move the 
Logitech H555 headset over to one of 
the USB ports on the D-Link HUB H4 
now, and it works like a charm with all 
of the PC’s, not just one! Wow! That’s 
efficiency at its best!

9. Now let’s think advanced IT here. 
What about the NetBooks, iPads, et al., 
how would they work in the GCS1804 
system? So much to do, so little time 
to do it in? Well, let’s see, I’m going to 
shut all the machines down now “all 
controlled from the number 1 position 
(actually in reverse order) and see what 
happppeeeennnnssss!!!! 

To Summarize
The GCS1804 is an incredibly 

important computer system uniting 
(tying together) device (see graphic 
below.) It is the coupe de grace and 
the final missing piece of a very long 
lasting, difficult and vexing computer 
system conundrum for me personally. 
The fact that the GCS1804 can not only 
“emulate the mouse and the key-
board” during boot up, and although 

not officially mentioned in the literature 
anywhere, but proven to me by my own 
initial, personal tests, but “also all 
of the USB ports,” as well, thereon, 
makes the GCS1804 one of the most 
important pieces of hardware I have ever 
owned. The 1804 ties together my 4- PC 
system in a way that I have only, until 
now, merely dreamt of. It is unbelievably 
important and critical to the efficiency 
and speed of of the inter-relationship 
and interaction of all of those PC’s on 
the system. Sounds too incredible, I 
know, but to me, it is an honest and 
true appraisal of a marvelous, integrat-
ing/intranet-working tool. I am sold on 
its benefits and features 110%. For my 
money, “It is cheap at any price,” 
and I have backed up these words 
of praise with my actions; I bought 
one, didn’t I?

In a telecom with the IOGEAR 
PR person, I mentioned what I 
was attempting to accomplish with 
my Home Networking trials and 
tribulations, and he responded by 
saying that I effectively had cre-
ated a small-to-medium business 
setup in actuality with the 1804 as 
its foundation.
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I guess? I only know what I 
have been striving for, working 
so hard for, over these frustrat-
ingly difficult years of searching 
high and low for solutions to my 
own personal Home Networking 
problem(s). I now have the “next” 
final piece of the vexing conun-
drum in place and working beau-
tifully. It is the GCS1804. Period!

Oh, there are still lots of things to 
do, I am not done by a long shot. But for 
now, I can sit back and marvel at what I 
have accomplished, so far.

Thank’s IOGEAR, THANKS A 
WHOLE BUNCH! Hoorah!

In Summary
Back in February I wrote, “Donna 

was reminding me at breakfast this 
morning that back in our Atari days, 
at one time the cost of a floppy disk 
was $100.00US. Now you can buy a 
Western Digital Serial ATA/300 (SATA) 
1.5TB (terabyte) HD for $69.99 or a 
2TB Iomega Select Desktop Hard Drive 
for $89.99 (See the Sunday ads). This 
is unbelievable, folks, and now, we can 
now include the IOGEAR GCS 1804 
into that “Good buy” category, as 
well!” Bottom line. Overall Grade: 
Recommend: Buy!

The GCS 1804 4-Port KVMP 
Switch With Audio is absolutely “the 
Best of the Best!” Best of luck to you all 
on your new-found winning hand, and 
of course, “Enjoy.” What more could 
you ask for? Like the lovely Luck Be 
a Lady Tonight (in the graphic in the 
series on page 15) says, “You’ve been 
dealt “4-of-a-Kind” with The GCS 
1804 4-Port KVMP Switch With 
Audio, now play your hand out! Have 
some fun, again!”

BTW The “Dozen Red Roses” 
this time are for my lovely, loving bride 
of almost 26 years, Donna. By the time 
you read this Review she will have just 
finished celebrating her birthday (on the 
8th). “Many Happy Returns with a Long 
and Healthy Life, Darling.”

‘Nuff said! I’m out’ta here! “It’s safe 
to remove your hardware and move it 
over to your new GCS 1804 4-Port 
KVMP Switch With Audio, now!

Footnotes
1 If you are reading this Review 

from directly off of an Internet search, 
you are seeing it in HTML (or text) 
format. Yuk! There’s No graphics 
there! To see all the beautiful graphics 
in this Review - the ones that we’ve 
worked so very hard to entertain you 
with - you will need to follow the pro-
cedures outlined in Footnote 1 above. 
Enjoy! Again, our web page (www.
ucs.org).”

2 “See the actual Reports/Re-
views in the Blue Chips Magazine 
(BCM) Archives (i.e., begin search 
on left-hand side of web page) at 
(www.ucs.org).

Note. Always choose the cen-
ter option, i.e., PDF format for its 
beauty.

3 Feature(s) precisely identi-
fied as reason(s) for designating 
this Review/Report as “Security-

Related.” In this case, everything.
4 My Hard Earned Byline: Hap-

piness Is A Working Computer 
(HIAWC).

5 Zeddicus Z’ul Zorander - Zedd - 
Wizard of the First Order, is one of the 
main characters in the Legend of the 
Seeker series.

6 U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. (2010, March 1). Statistics on 
the Management of Used and End-of-
Life Electronics. Retrieved June 2010 
from http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/
conserve/materials/ecycling/manage.
htm (Computer products include CPUs, 
monitors, notebooks, keyboards, mice, 
and hard copy peripherals).

7 U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Recycle Your Cell Phone. It’s 
An Easy Call. Retrieved April 2011 
from http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/
partnerships/plugin/cellphone/pdf/
cell-flyer.pdf

8 U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. (2010, June 23). eCycling: Fre-
quent Questions. Retrieved April 2011  
from http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/
conserve/materials/ecycling/faq.htm

9 IOGEAR KVM Switch Guide
10 “In the fall of 1925, young Allan 

Odell conceived the idea of using con-
secutive signs along the roadside. .. In  
1963 the last signs were taken down, 
ending the most famous outdoor adver-
tising venture ever.” - 1977 Minnesota 
Almanac

Source: The Verse By the Side of the 
Road The Story of Burma Shave Signs 
and Images with All 600 of the Roadside 
Rhymes by Frank Rowsome, Jr. With 
drawings by Carl Rose

(http://burma-shave.org/jin-
gles/1947/)

   Ciao!

http://www.ucs.org).%E2%80%9D
http://www.ucs.org).%E2%80%9D
http://www.ucs.org
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste
http://www.epa.gov/epawaste
http://burma-shave.org/jin-gles/1947
http://burma-shave.org/jin-gles/1947
http://burma-shave.org/jin-gles/1947
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