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Strengthen Clear Guidance on War Preparation and Warfighting,
Comprehensively Raise Capabilities to Win in the New Era*

(11/03/2017)

*These remarks were made by Xi Jinping during an inspection of the Central Military Commission Joint Operations
Command Center

At present, our country finds itself at the crucial stage of development from big to strong, with a
bright future but also with very severe challenges. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese people
can absolutely not be realized with ease, ushered in with drums and gongs. Some Western
countries are unwilling to stand by and watch us go stronger by the day. They both openly and
covertly make us their greatest strategic adversary and make every endeavor to calculate
against and suppress us, always using undercover and underhanded methods to pick quarrels.
The more we develop stronger, the greater the pressure and resistance we face, and the
struggle against all kinds of hostile forces becomes more fierce. Going from big to strong, at the



stage when you are about to become strong but are not yet strong is a high-risk time for national
security, this is a historical rule. Vigilance is a must! Today, at a time when power politics and the
“law of the jungle” is still prevalent in the world, we must have a weapon for self-defense. A
military measure is a minimum guarantee for realizing the great dream, military struggle is an
important aspect of carrying out the great struggle, our ability to fight and win is a strategic
ability protecting national security. On this point, a clear understanding is a necessity.

Now, our country’s security situation is complicated and severe, competition and struggle have
not ceased for a moment. The threat of war is certainly not far from us, we cannot say when we
will fight, so being unprepared is unacceptable. In the face of the real existing threat of war, we
must ask ourselves: if we fight now, are we ready or not? Can we win? We must strengthen our
awareness of proactively shaping and actively building momentum, thinking ahead and
anticipating when it comes to work as well as maintaining and supporting the initiative in overall
national strategy through effective military operation.

In August 1949, on the eve of the founding of the new China, Chairman Mao exhorted the whole
party: “shed your illusions, prepare for struggle.” 68 years have passed, but this sentence is still
thought-provoking. During the 19th Party Congress work report, the part in which | spoke of
resolutely preserving the nation’s sovereignty and territorial integrity gained the most spirited
applause from the delegates. This applause represents the Party’s spirit and the will of the
people, which is the Party’s and the people’s great expectation for our military. To maintain
national sovereignty and territorial integrity, we will not spare a war; the key is to win. The whole
military must strengthen its awareness of crisis, potential risks, and warfighting, it must take
concrete action: all thoughts must be focused on warfighting, all work must exert itself toward
warfighting, and quickly improve our ability to prepare for war and to fight a war.



