
 

 

May 20, 2021 
 

Attorney General William Tong 
Office of the Attorney General 

165 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
Governor Ned Lamont 

State Capitol  
210 Capitol Ave  

Hartford, CT 06106 
 

 

 

Dear Attorney General William Tong and Governor Ned Lamont, 

As Connecticut scientists, researchers, medical professionals, economists, and experts in 

technical fields, we applaud Attorney General William Tong's leadership in holding 
ExxonMobil accountable for its role in our state's experiences in the global climate crisis. We 

see what ExxonMobil's decades of disinformation have cost Connecticut residents, and thank 

AG Tong for bringing the company to court over its efforts to deceive the state's consumers. 

ExxonMobil has known since at least the 1960s that burning fossil fuels undeniably 
contributes to climate change.1 Yet instead of acting to protect our health and safety, 

ExxonMobil executives chose to hide these findings from the public—including climate 

studies conducted by the company's own scientists—and to misrepresent climate science 

even while they continued to sell a product they knew could cause devastating damage. 

Internal industry documents show just how long the fossil fuel industry has been deliberately 

sowing doubt about the risks of burning its products. Physicist Edward Teller warned the 

American Petroleum Institute (API) in 1959 about global warming caused by rising levels of 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.2 By 1965, API's president announced at an industry 
conference that "time was running out" to save us all from the consequences of fossil fuel 

pollution.3 In 1978, Exxon scientists warned of the possible need to begin shifting away from 

fossil fuels within 5 to 10 years.4 Nevertheless, ExxonMobil moved to employ deceptive 
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marketing—and does so even now—to keep us reliant on a product that is costing us our 

health, our homes, and our public lands.5 

Due to climate change driven in very large measure by burning fossil fuels, Connecticut 

residents by 2050 could face an average of 30 more days each year with a heat index (or 

"feels-like" temperature) above 90 degrees.6 By 2045 Connecticut real estate currently valued 
at more than $3.4 billion will be at risk from chronic tidal flooding,7 and storms are already 

becoming stronger and more frequent. Our low-income neighbors and communities of color 

are often hit first and worst by these and other impacts; they have to withstand the brunt of 

climate damages even though they have historically been denied the resources to cope with 

them adequately. 

In short, Connecticut residents and businesses are paying for the impacts of climate change 

today, and we will pay more in the future. Peer-reviewed science now traces emissions from 
ExxonMobil products to the worsening warming we see in our cities and the sea level rise we 

see along our coasts.8 The company, however, continues to profit enormously from its more 

than half a century of spreading climate science disinformation and misleading advertising, 

expecting the people of Connecticut to pick up the tab for its climate destruction. 

By holding ExxonMobil accountable, AG Tong is defending Connecticut communities that 

are already suffering the impacts and pressuring ExxonMobil to cease and desist its dishonest 

and dangerous practices. 

Along with the strong majority of people in our state,9 we believe ExxonMobil needs to pay 
its fair share toward covering the damages currently being shouldered by Connecticut 

residents, as well as financing measures that will be necessary to help people and businesses 

adapt in anticipation of changes in climate whose pace will only accelerate as our future 

unfolds. 
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Having seen the impacts of fossil fuel pollution firsthand and highly confident in our 
understanding of the range of possible hazardous futures we might face, we commend AG 

Tong for being a leader and advocate for Connecticut communities and for joining with the 

more than two dozen other state and local officials across the country in calling for justice 

over Big Oil's long-standing deception. 

Sincerely, 

Gary W. Yohe, PhD – Portland, CT 

Huffington Foundation Professor of Economics and Environmental Studies, emeritus 

Senior author of multiple chapters and synthesis reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change 

Wesleyan University 

Deborah Coen, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Professor of History and Chair of the Program in History of Science & Medicine 
Yale University 

Guggenheim Fellow 

Robert Dubrow, MD, PhD – Hamden, CT 

Professor of Epidemiology (Environmental Health Sciences); Faculty Director, Yale Center 
on Climate Change and Health, Yale School of Public Health 

Yale University 

Justin Farrell, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Associate Professor of Sociology, Yale School of the Environment 

Yale University 

John Grim, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Co-Director, Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology, Yale School of the Environment 

Yale University 

Anji Seth, PhD – Tolland, CT 

Professor of Geography and Chair, Atmospheric Sciences Group 

University of Connecticut 

Michael Singer, PhD – Middletown, CT 
Professor and Chair of Biology, Professor of Environmental Studies 

Wesleyan University 

Brian Stewart, PhD – Middletown, CT 

Professor of Physics 

Wesleyan University 

Mary Evelyn Tucker, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Co-Director, Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology, Yale School of the Environment 

Yale University 



Héctor Arce, PhD – Hamden, CT 
Professor, Department of Astronomy 

Yale University  

John Battista, MD – New Milford, CT 

James Biardi, PhD – Fairfield, CT 

Associate Professor, Biology 

Fairfield University 

Gary Brudvig, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Benjamin Silliman Professor of Chemistry and Director, Yale Energy Sciences Institute 

Yale University 

Ann Burke, DrPH – Middletown, CT 

Professor, Biology  

Wesleyan University 

Gail Canzano, PhD – West Hartford, CT 

Norman J. Chonacky, PhD – New Haven, CT 
Research Scientist (Retired), Department of Earth and Environmental Engineering 

Columbia University 

Ian M. Clark, Engineer – Bloomfield, CT 

Engineering Consultant (Retired) 

Liza S. Comita, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Associate Professor, School of the Environment 

Yale University 

Robert L. Dickinson, BS, Mechanical Engineering – Bloomfield, CT 

Philip Dooley, BS – Tolland, CT 

Marlyse Duguid, PhD – Sandy Hook, CT 

School of the Environment 

Yale University 

Julie A. Dupont-Woody, PhD – Gales Ferry, CT 

James O. Eckert, Jr, PhD – New Haven, CT 
Department of Earth & Planetary Sciences 

Yale University 

Matthew Enjalran, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Professor and Department Chairperson, Physics 

Southern Connecticut State University 



Adrienne Fulco, PhD – Hartford, CT 
Associate Professor and Director, Public Policy and Law Program  

Trinity College 

Jeffrey B. Gertz, PhD – Bloomfield, CT 

Linda Gilbert, Engineer – Manchester, CT 

Heather Heenehan, PhD – Stratford, CT 

Robert Heimer, PhD – New Haven, CT 
Professor of Epidemiology, School of Public Health 

Yale University 

C. Douglas Howard, PhD – Weston, CT 

William Johnston, PhD – Higganum, CT 
John E. Andrus Professor of History  

Wesleyan University 

Bert Krauss, Engineer – Bridgeport, CT 

Retired 

William Krinsky, PhD – Stratford, CT 
Research Affiliate 

Yale University 

David Liedlich, MS – Southbury, CT 

Robert E. Marra, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Forest Pathologist  

Shirley McCarthy, MD, PhD – Branford, CT 

Professor Emeritus, Radiology 

Yale School of Medicine 

Suzanne O’Connell, PhD – Middletown, CT 
Professor, Earth & Environmental Sciences 

Wesleyan University 

Rich Olson, PhD – Essex, CT 

Associate Professor, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry 

Wesleyan University 

Rosemary Ostfeld, PhD – East Lyme, CT 

Visiting Assistant Professor, College of the Environment 

Wesleyan University 

Jacob R. Raitt, PhD – Bridgeport, CT 

Independent Consultant 



Sarah Raskin, PhD – West Hartford, CT 
Charles A. Dana Professor of Neuroscience and Psychology 

Trinity College 

John E. Roemer, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Varick Stout Professor of Political Science & Economics  

Yale University 

Barbara C. Setlow, PhD – Farmington, CT 

Michael Steven Sherber, MSME – Avon, CT 

Plasma Air International 

Mark Silk, PhD – West Hartford, CT 
Professor, Religious Studies; Director, Greenberg Center, Program on Public Values 

Trinity College 

Stephen Simon, PhD – Vernon Rockville, CT 

Chair, Policy Committee 

Elders Climate Action 

John Stewart, PhD – Bolton, CT 

Emeritus Associate Professor, Sociology 

University of Hartford 

Stephen Strauss, Environmental Scientist – Fairfield, CT 
Primary Intructor, Electrical Technology/Renewable Energy 

Lincoln Technical Institute 

Lindsay S. Suter, M.Arch., AIA, LEED AP – North Branford, CT 

School of Architecture 

Yale University 

Robert M. Thorson, PhD – Storrs, CT 

Professor and Interim Head, Geosciences  

University of Connecticut - Storrs 

Paul Turner, PhD – New Haven, CT 

Rachel Carson Professor, Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

Yale University 

Nathan Upham, PhD – New Haven, CT 
Department of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

Yale University 

Amanda Vieillard, PhD Candidate – Hamden, CT 

Herman Vogel, MS – Sandy Hook, CT 

Retired 



Carolyn Jean Webb, Environmental Epidemiologist – Avon, CT 

Kate Wessling, MD – Higganum, CT 


