Below is a statement by Dr. Juan Declet-Barreto, a senior social scientist for climate vulnerability at UCS.

“Nations that have contributed the least to the climate crisis, including those in Central and South
America, Sub Saharan Africa, South Asia, and on Small Islands have been hit especially hard by the
climate crisis due to their extreme exposure to climate risks compounded by inequitable development.
This report reinforces the reality that those who have been marginalized in society due their income, race,
ethnicity, gender identity, or colonization, will continue to bear the brunt of the impacts of climate change
and suffer increasing losses and damages. As policymakers move to limit climate harms and invest in
adaptation measures, they must prioritize equitable solutions that address the needs of those on the
frontlines of the climate crisis and elevate longstanding Indigenous and local knowledge. It’s also well
past time for the wealthy nations most responsible for historic global warming emissions, including the
United States, to pay up.”
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