
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

How the Trump Administration Has Harmed 
Public Health and Safety in Its First Six Months

HIGHLIGHTS

The Trump administration is waging a 

war on science and on science input in the 

policymaking process, endangering the 

nation’s health, economy, environment, and 

leadership in the world. This administration 

and its allies in Congress are undermining 

science-based policies, violating the 

principles of scientific integrity, showing 

contempt for the role of science in general, 

and seeking to dismantle the very processes 

by which science informs public policy.  

The attacks will severely worsen the  

nation’s health and safety, with the  

greatest impact on the nation’s most 

vulnerable populations. 

A clear pattern has emerged over the first six months of the Trump presidency: 
multiple actions by his administration are eroding the ability of science, facts,  
and evidence to inform policy decisions, leaving us more vulnerable to threats   
to public health and the environment. The Trump administration is attempting   
to delegitimize science, it is giving industries more ability to influence how and 
what science is used in policymaking, and it is creating a hostile environment  
for federal agency scientists who serve the public.

This is a new era in which political interference in science is more likely  
and more frequent and will present serious risks to the health and safety of the 
American people. The science community and the general public have responded 
vigorously: standing up for science, calling out “alternative facts,” articulating  
the importance of science-based policymaking, and marching in the streets.  
Sustained engagement will be necessary to prevent the most significant damage. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) has long advocated for strong  
principles of scientific integrity in the federal government to ensure that science 
can serve society fully. Scientific integrity includes not only the ability of scientists 
to perform and communicate their work freely but also the ability of policymakers 
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and the public to access unvarnished scientific information  
and utilize it to advance the public interest. It is a process  
by which independent science fully and transparently  
informs policy decisions, free from inappropriate political, 
ideological, financial, or other undue influence.

When the federal government does not uphold prin- 
ciples of scientific integrity, our nation’s ability to respond 
effectively to complex challenges to public health, the envi-
ronment, and national security is compromised. Further-
more, the loss of scientific integrity in federal agencies can 
create hostile environments for scientists, often chilling  
basic scientific activities. Most important, a loss of scientific 
integrity betrays the public’s trust in our government and  
undermines the democratic principles upon which this  
nation was founded. 

Political interference in science is not new. All modern 
presidents have politicized science to some extent. Past  
administrations and their allies have falsified, fabricated,  
or suppressed evidence, selectively and deceptively edited 
documents, exaggerated uncertainty, tampered with scientific 
procedures, allowed conflicts of interest to interfere with  

decision-making, let political considerations drive science 
advisory board appointments, targeted essential data collec-
tion initiatives for elimination, and intimidated, censored, 
and coerced scientists. Under the Trump administration, 
these threats to the federal scientific enterprise have  
escalated markedly. 

Political Interference in Science Under  
the Trump Administration

In a few short months, the Trump administration has under-
mined the process by which science informs the policymaking 
process. The administration has shown a blatant disregard  
for scientific facts and evidence, appointing officials with  
a track record of misrepresenting scientific information,  
overruling the recommendations of scientists on exposure to 
toxic pesticides, removing scientific information from agency 
websites, and dismissing independent science advisors. Aided 
and abetted by Congress, the administration has delayed or 
eviscerated science-based rules that safeguard the American 

Throughout the first six months of the Trump administration, science, evidence, and facts have been sidelined.
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people, from protecting workers from toxic work environments 
to helping communities prepare for the impacts of climate 
change. Moreover, President Trump and his administration 
have created a hostile environment for federal government 
scientists, making it more difficult for these individuals to 
meet their job duties and responsibilities and engendering 
fear about discussing their work. 

Emerging patterns reveal tactics to diminish the crucial 
role of science in our democracy. These actions seem to align 
with a broader administration strategy to achieve, as White 
House chief strategist Steve Bannon put it, the “deconstruc-
tion of the administrative state.” Yet the national and global 
challenges we face require the development of scientific 
knowledge and its application to public safeguards and  
policy solutions. 

To effectively counter the Trump administration’s  
assaults on science and science-based solutions, we must 
identify and understand their tactics and then connect them 
to real consequences. UCS is closely monitoring and expos-
ing the Trump administration’s attacks on science, analyzing 
their impacts on people, raising awareness about the problem, 
and organizing scientists to push back. This report documents 
many of the tactics being used by the Trump administration 
and Congress to diminish the role of science in our democracy. 
These include: 

•   Sidelining independent science advice. The Trump 
administration has weakened federal advisory commit-
tees that provide scientific advice to the government.

•   Appointing conflicted individuals to scientific leader-
ship positions. President Trump has appointed to the 
highest positions in government individuals with little 
science background and with strong ties to the industries 
they are charged with regulating.

•   Leaving key science positions vacant. President Trump 
has taken an unusually long time to fill many high-level 
science positions, signaling the low priority his adminis-
tration places on science. 

•   Revoking science-based safeguards. Aided and abetted 
by Congress, President Trump has allowed politics to 

supersede science by signing an unprecedented   
13 congressional resolutions rolling back science-based 
protections, including safe drinking water standards  
and safeguards to prevent worker exposure to harmful 
chemicals.

•   Misrepresenting climate science and rolling back  
climate change safeguards. Attacking science-based 
policies and communications on preparing for and  
mitigating climate change is a clear focus for the Trump  
administration. Officials have misrepresented climate 
science, removed climate-related content from several 
government communications, and proposed sharp  
reductions in climate research.

•   Weakening science-based pollution standards  
without scientific justification. The administration  
has delayed or repealed several science-based pollution 
standards designed to protect public health, including 
protections against mercury, air toxics, and coal waste-
water, without replacing them with new, scientifically 
defensible standards. 

•   Undermining protections from hazards at work  
and home. The Trump administration has delayed many  
science-based rules intended to keep communities safe 
from dangerous chemical spills and to safeguard workers 
from harmful toxins, with little to support halts except 
for letters and petitions from companies or industry 
trade associations.

•   Altering scientific content on federal websites. The 
scientific content of federal agency webpages, including 
those of the Enviromental Protection Agency, the State 
Department, and the Department of Energy, has been  
altered or deleted since January, particularly in regard  
to climate change science.

•   Reducing public access to data. The Trump adminis-
tration has reduced public access to scientific data and 
information. The administration also has stopped collect-
ing certain data for programs that benefit disadvantaged 

The challenges we face 
require the development 
of scientific knowledge 
and its application to 
public safeguards.

The administration has 
delayed or eviscerated 
science-based rules that 
protect the American 
people.
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Timeline of Attacks on Science

                   January                                       February                                           March                                                      

January 5
House of  
Representatives 
passes REINS 
Act

January 11
House of  
Representatives 
passes the  
Regulatory 
Accountability  
Act

January 28
President Trump 
signs EO137770, 
removing ethics 
rules that prevent 
former lobbyists 
from entering the 
administration

January 23 
CDC cancels 
Climate and 
Health Summit

February 
White House removes 
all data from its open  
portal website

February 16 
The Congressional 
Review Act is used to 
overturn the Stream 
Protection Rule

March 2 
EPA withdraws  
information request for  
oil and gas companies  
to report sources of 
methane emissions

March
HHS discontinues the 
use of questions about 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
queer, and transgendered 
(LGBQT) individuals in 
two surveys

March
EPA interferes 
with CBO 
assessment of 
HONEST Act

March 29
EPA Administrator 
Pruitt rejects a 
petition to ban  
the pesticide  
chlorpyrifos

March 16
EPA issues a 
90-day delay  
on the Risk 
Management  
Plan program

January 3
House 
Republicans 
revive the 
Holman Rule

January
USDA deletes 
public database 
of animal 
welfare record

January 
Trump 
administration
issues gag orders 
on EPA and 
USDA employees

January 27
President Trump signs EO13769, 
restricting immmigration of 
individuals from predominantly 
Muslim countries

January 30
President Trump 
signs EO13771, 
establishing  
two-for-one rule 
on regulations

February 12
EPA staff pulled 
from Alaska 
Forum on the 
Environment

March 6
In response to a  
delay on EO13769, 
President Trump 
signs EO12780, 
imposing a 90-day 
ban on issuance 
of visas to six 
predominantly 
Muslim countries

March
DOE Office of 
International 
Climate and Clean 
Energy bans staff 
from using phrases 
“climate change” 
and “Paris 
Agreement” in 
communications March 21

DOL delays ruling 
that tightens 
standards for  
workplace berylium  
exposure

March 28
President Trump 
signs EO13783, 
removing regulations  
that minimize the  
US carbon footprint 
and combat  
climate change

March 15
Without consulting 
its own experts, EPA 
announces it will 
reexamine emission 
standards for light-
duty vehicles

March 29
House of  
Representatives  
passes HONEST  
Act

groups. And it has withdrawn requests to industry to 
supply data that would help inform public health and 
environmental protections.

•   Restricting communication of scientists. The Trump 
administration is making it more difficult for government 
scientists to speak publicly about their work, as well  
as about misconduct within an agency. It has restricted 
communication with Congress, placed vague gag  
orders on agency staff, and failed to affirm the ability  
of scientists to share their expertise publicly.

•   Creating a hostile environment for scientific staff. 
Evidence is growing that a culture of fear is increasing  
at government agencies, undermining scientific research 
and communication. Scientists are speaking to the media 
anonymously out of fear of retaliation; some are afraid  
to utter the words “climate change.”

Science Will Not Stand Down

As global challenges become ever more complex, the science 
the nation relies on is more important than ever. In the com-
ing decades, the United States will face some of the most  
difficult challenges in its history, including climate change, 
antibiotic resistance, and threats to our national security.  
Science and technology are instrumental to meeting these 
challenges. The public deserves independent, impartial  
scientific information, even—or perhaps especially—when 
that information indicates the need for politically unpopular 
or inconvenient action.

Recognizing the stakes, scientists and science supporters  
are speaking up, taking advantage of the momentum of suc-
cessful marches and new opportunities for political engage-
ment. Scientists and science supporters are connecting the 
administration’s actions to consequences for public health 
and the environment. By understanding current and evolving 
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Timeline of Attacks on Science

April 4
President Trump overturns 
OSHA rule holding employers 
accountable for patterns of 
work-related injury and illness 
record keeping violations

April 6
DOL 
announces 
90-day stay 
on silica 
dust rule

April 10
Attorney General 
Sessions announces 
he will not renew 
the National 
Commission on 
Forensic Science

              April                                     May                                  June                                 July

April 12
DOI rquires  
all federal 
grants over 
$100,000 be 
reviewed  
by political 
appointees

April 18
EPA issues a stay  
on new methane  
emission standards

May 8
Half of scientists  
on EPA’s Board of 
Scientific Counselors 
are not renewed for 
second term

May 18
DOI removes climate 
change language from 
USGS report on the link 
between sea level rise 
and climate change

June 1
President 
Trump 
announces US 
withdrawal 
from Paris 
Climate 
Agreement

June 6
As of June 6, President Trump has 
announced nominees for only 7 of 46 top 
science-related positions in federal govern-
ment requiring senate confirmation

June 9
EPA delays enforcement 
of Risk Management Plan 
amendments until 2019

July 20
By the end of President Trump’s first 
six months in office, DOE, DOI, and 
EPA websites have been altered to 
remove information about renewable 
energy and climate change

April 13
EPA announces it will 
delay and reconsider 
regulation of power plant 
heavy metal pollution in 
public waterways

May 22
President Trump’s 
budget proposes major 
cuts to federal science 
funding within NIH, 
DOE, EPA, DOI, CDC, 
and NOAA

June 5
EPA issues one-
year delay on 
implementation 
of 2015 ozone 
pollution ruling

June 13
FDA announces 
indefinite delay in 
launch of updated 
Nutrition Fact labels 
that list added 
sugars

May 22
EPA Chief of 
Staff pressures 
top scientist at 
BOSC to alter 
congressional 
testimony

June 26
Trump administration 
restrictsgovernment scien-
tists from participating at 
international meeting on 
nuclear power

June 22 
Industry 
friendly 
EPA TSCA 
rules finalized 
under 
chemical 
industry 
affiliate 
Nancy Beck

April 18
EPA asks DC Court 
of Appeals to delay 
oral arguments for 
a legal challenge  
to MATS

On April 22nd, the March for Science attracted over a million people worldwide to gather and call for evidence-based policy decisions. Roughly 100,000 scientists 
and science supporters protested in Washington, D.C.
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July 14
Trump Administration 
eliminates funding for 
critical teen pregnancy 
prevention programs 
and research under 
HHS midway through 
grant period

June 30
EPA Administrator Pruitt 
announces he will conduct a 
“red team/blue team” exercise 
to challenge the scientific 
consensus on climate change
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The Union of Concerned Scientists puts rigorous, independent science to work to solve our planet’s most pressing problems. Joining with citizens across 
the country, we combine technical analysis and effective advocacy to create innovative, practical solutions for a healthy, safe, and sustainable future.

find the full report online: www.ucsusa.org/SideliningScience

Many actors, including Congress, can play a vital role to make sure science  
continues to inform policies that are critical to safeguarding American’s well-being.
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•   Scientists and science supporters should scrutinize  
administration and congressional actions and sound the 
alarm when science is misused. They can also play a unique 
role in articulating to others the importance of science in 
our daily lives. Communicating the importance of science 
and science-based policies to the public and decisionmakers 
is crucial to fighting attacks on science in this highly 
charged political environment. 

•   Congress should use its oversight authorities to investigate 
and hold accountable the administration for actions that 
threaten scientific integrity and science-based policies, and   
it should act to protect whistleblowers. With the growing 
trend of abuses against science in the Trump administration, 
Congress must exercise its full authority as a check against 
the executive branch. Also, Congress should pass legislation 
to better protect federal scientists and the integrity of  
science in our federal agencies.

•   Journalists must continue to hold administration officials 
and members of Congress accountable for their words and 
actions and investigate cases of suppressing, misrepresent-
ing, manipulating, or otherwise politicizing science, along 
with related allegations of wrongdoing in our federal gov-
ernment. The media should seek out scientists as sources 
when possible and call out agencies that place unnecessary 
barriers on communications between journalists and  
government scientists.

Jacob Carter is the scientist in the Center for Science and 
Democracy at the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS). Gretchen 
Goldman is the research director of the Center. Genna Reed is  
the science and policy analyst in the Center. Peter Hansel is a 
research consultant working with the Center and formerly of UCS. 
Michael Halpern is the deputy director of the Center. Andrew 
Rosenberg is the director of the Center.

threats  and taking advantage of new vehicles for advocacy, we 
can  defend the scientific enterprise our democracy depends on 
and preserve the public health, safety, security, and environmen-
tal protections that make our nation great. Scientists and science 
supporters, Congress, and the media can all play a role.


